
Utilizing LifeSize in the Classroom
Some MSU classrooms and conference rooms are equipped with LifeSize technology which provides the 
capability to connect over the Internet to other similarly-equipped rooms for interactive, real-time H.323 audio/
video conferencing. Additionally, LifeSize allows a lecture or meeting to be recorded and stored on the LifeSize 
UVC server for subsequent playback via the Web. myCourses integration allows recordings to be linked into 
Blackboard courses for access.

1. To begin, power up the Crestron Control system by pressing the power button. 

2. Once the Crestron system has powered 
up, the system is now available for use. 

Crestron Control Panel

Crestron Control Panel

Power Button
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Crestron Control Panel    

3. Power up the lectern PC by pressing the power button.

4. Select the LifeSize icon to access the LifeSize Controls screen. 

Lectern PC
Power Button
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Crestron Control Panel

Room Display (LifeSize Home View)

5. The icons at the bottom of the Room Display correspond to the same colored buttons on the LifeSize 
Controls screen of the Crestron Control Panel. Pressing the Home button           will return to this 
view. 
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6. When the LifeSize Controls screen is shown on the Crestron Control Panel, you have the ability to:
1. Hang up any active call, exit the LifeSize Controls screen, and return to the Classroom Controls 

screen.
2. Select the yellow, red, blue, green, or command button to perform a LifeSize function. Note: The 

buttons are context sensitive dependent on the LifeSize mode you are currently using.
3. Use navigation arrows and “OK” as necessary, including pan and tilt of the cameras.
4. Select front or rear camera view.
5. Return to LifeSize Home View.
6. Hang up a video conferencing call.
7. Mute LifeSize microphones.
8. Choose near (local) or far (remote video conference site) camera.
9. Show the document camera, PC, or laptop when in presentation mode.
10. Select Input for presentation mode.
11. Enter information on the keypad as appropriate, such as recording key, phone number or IP address.
12. Control active camera zoom.
13. Adjust/Mute volume levels for the speakers in the room.
14. Set various audio input levels.
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Crestron Control Panel

7. In the Camera Selection section of the LifeSize Controls screen, you have the option to select the 
camera view, Front or Rear. Use the Navigation Arrows to pan cameras side to side and up or down. 
You can zoom in or out using the buttons in the Camera Zoom section.

LifeSize Front Camera View LifeSize Rear Camera View
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9. When the Input Audio button is selected, the Input Audio Control  screen appears on the Crestron 
Control Panel. You can select which microphone input you need to adjust, which includes the lectern 
microphone, a wireless microphone, or an auxillary microphone. Test the microphone for volume levels 
and make any needed adjustments. Press the Input Audio button to return to the LifeSize Controls.

Crestron Control Panel

8. To adjust the audio for recording and/or remote video conference site, press the Input Audio button on
   the Crestron Control Panel. 

Crestron Control Panel
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1. Once the Crestron Control Panel is powered on and the LifeSize button has been selected, the LifeSize 
Home View will appear on the Room Display and the lectern monitor.

2.  Press       on the Crestron Control Panel to access the Local View. 

Local View Session
Use a Local View Session to record a lecture or meeting when not connected to a remote video conference site. 
This session may utilize the installed video cameras, as well as, content from the lectern document camera, PC, 
or Laptop.

3. The Local View appears on the Room Display. 

4. Refer to Record a Session for recording instructions.

Room Display (LifeSize Local View)

Room Display (Local View)
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Room Display (LifeSize Home View)

Room Display (Corporate Directory)

2. If the remote site is not shown under the Redial section, press       on the Crestron Control Panel to 
access the Corporate Directory. In the Corporate Directory, use the Navigation Arrows to scroll 
through the available remote sites. When the desired site is highlighted, press OK to place the call.  

1. Once the Crestron Control Panel is powered on and the LifeSize button has been selected, the LifeSize 
Home View will appear on the Room Display and the lectern monitor. The Home View shows a list 
of the most recently connected remote video sites under the Redial section. To access a site from the 
Redial list, use the Navigation Arrows           on the Crestron Control Panel to highlight the desired 
entry and press OK to initiate a connection.

Remote Conference Session
Use a Remote Conference Session for a lecture or meeting that will be connected to a remote site. This session 
may utilize the locally installed video cameras, remote site video, as well as, content from the local lectern 
document camera, PC, or Laptop. 

Crestron Navigation 
Arrows
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Room Display

3. To connect to a remote site not listed in the Corporate Directory, select the Video Call icon on the 
LifeSize Home View using the Navigation Arrows         on the Crestron Control Panel and press OK. 
Use the number pad on the Crestron Control Panel to enter the site’s video number, which is its IP 
address. If you need to backspace to make a correction, press      . Press OK on the Crestron Control 
Panel to place the video call.

Room Displays 

Near (Local) Far (Remote Video Conference Site)
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Presentation Mode

The LifeSize system allows the user to integrate a presentation into the lecture or meeting. There are two 
scenarios in which presentation mode may be used within the LifeSize system:

1. A lecture or meeting that is being recorded

2. A lecture or meeting that is participating in a remote video conference. 

The presentation source is selected from the LifeSize Presentation Source Selection section on the Crestron 
Control Panel. Choose either the document camera, PC, or Laptop/AV for your presentation source. When the 
presentation is ready to be shown, press      . The presentation appears on a Room Display. 

Room Display (LifeSize Camera View) Room Display (LifeSize Presentation View)

Crestron LifeSize Presentation Source Selection



11

Session Recording

2. You will be prompted to enter your Recording Key. Enter your Recording Key using the number pad 
on the Crestron Control Panel. The Recording icon        appears on the screen.

 NOTE: You will recieve your Recording Key once you are trained to use the LifeSize system. 

1. To record the session, press       on the Crestron Control Panel. 

Once the session is established, you may begin recording.

Room Display

Recording Icon
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3. To stop the recording, press        on the Crestron Control Panel. 

4. The recording is automatically named and saved to the LifeSize UVC server, lifesize.msstate.edu. The 
LifeSize naming convention consists of the owner’s name and date. If more than one recording is done 
on the same day, a number is added to the name.

The number 3 represents 
the third recording on 
August 8th.
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Accessing the LifeSize UVC Video Center
1. Go to http://lifesize.msstate.edu/videos/ and click Log In in the upper part of the browser window. 

2. Log in with your NetID and NetPassword and click the Log In button.

NetID

NetPassword
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3. You  will see all of your recordings, as well as any public recordings.
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Integrating LifeSize with Blackboard

If the option to add LifeSize videos in your course is not displaying, check the following options in myCourses.

1.	 Confirm	that	the	LizeSize	tool	has	been	added	to	your	course	by	selecting	the	Customization menu, 
then choose Tool Availability.

2. In the Tool Availability page, scroll down to see the two LizeSize options:
 a. LifeSize UVC Video Center Content, mark  checkbox for Available in Content Area
 b. LifeSize UVC Video Center Content, mark the checkbox for Available

3. Scroll down and click the Submit button.

Available Available in Content Area
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Adding LifeSize Videos to myCourses

LifeSize videos that have been recorded can be added into your myCourses sections. Follow the steps below to 
add videos into your course.

1. From any myCourses content page, click the Build Content menu and select LifeSize UVC Video 
Center Content under the Mashups heading.
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2.	 In	the	Search	field,	you	can	search	for	a	video	based	on	keyword	or	select	to	search		public	or	privately	
owned videos. Select the desired option.

3. The videos that meet your criteria will appear. Once you have located a video to include in the course, 
click the Select button.
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4.	 The	Video	Details	page	will	appear.	Configure	the	desired	options	as	appropriate	and	click	the	Submit 
button.
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5. The video will appear in myCourses for your students to view. 
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